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By Sridhar Pappu

Washington Post Staff Writer

From his Oscar acceptance speech to his transcontinental
jaunts to lecture about the dangers of global warming, Al
Gore is back. A man whose endorsement was deemed toxic
during the last presidential campaign (Howard Dean re-
ceived the blessing), he has reemerged as part of the popular
conversation, a man to take seriously. 

Yes, we’ve certainly seen a lot of Al Gore lately. And
there’s a lot of Al Gore to see. Calling Planet Girth! 

There seems to be no quenching the speculation that he
still yearns to be president. But how can we tell for sure? To
hear some pundits tell it, we’ll know when he goes on a diet.

“Al Gore is thinking seriously about [running],” former
CBS anchor Dan Rather said recently on “The Chris Mat-
thews Show.” “He’s beginning to lose weight—”

“I hear he’s made a commitment to a friend for a crash

Gore ’08: Does He
Round Up or Down?

See GORE, D4, Col. 3

By Kevin Sullivan

Washington Post Foreign Service

LONDON, April 14 — Prince Wil-
liam and longtime girlfriend Kate
Middleton have split, the British me-
dia reported Saturday, ending wide-
spread speculation of an imminent
wedding between one of the world’s
most eligible royal bachelors and the
middle-class descendant of a coal-
mining family.

William, 24, and Middleton, 25,
who had met at St. Andrews Uni-
versity in Scotland in 2001, parted
amicably — and almost completely
unexpectedly — after succumbing to
the massive pressures placed upon
them by intense media scrutiny of

their courtship, according to the Sun
newspaper. Citing unnamed sources,
the newspaper said the relationship
had been dwindling since William,
the older son of Prince Charles and
Princess Diana and second in line to
the British throne, graduated from
Britain’s elite Sandhurst military
academy in December. 

Especially since last month, when
William began training as a tank
commander on a remote English
army base, the pair have seen each
other increasingly less. William has
also been photographed recently par-
tying with other attractive young
women. The paper reported that

For Prince William and
Kate, a Fairy Tale Ended

BY EDDIE KEOGH — REUTERS

Prince William and Kate Middleton, at a rugby match in February, had met at
St. Andrews University in Scotland in 2001. Now they’re tabloid history.See ROYALS, D2, Col. 2

S
ince Yoko Ono launched her Washington “Wish Tree” project
April 2, thousands of people have scribbled their hopes on
slips of paper, in at least half a dozen languages, and attached
them to the small white Japanese flowering dogwood in the

Hirshhorn Museum’s Sculpture Garden. Many are on the theme of
peace and understanding, but there is quite a range. Here is a
sampling. 

— John Pancake

“I wish people would listen”

“I wish that Andy would get a sibling
this year”

“I wish I was retired”

“I wish my uncle and dad could get
there green card”

“I wish my Dad would stop smoking”

“I wish I could be a Fashion Designer”

“I wish I could go to Hawaii for spring
break”

“I wish I could become well known as
an actress and play a character on The
Wire . . .”

“I wish Yoko would clean up this tree”

“I wish I had a nintendo ds”

“I wish for a family that loves me”

“I wish I could turn invisible”

“For Mom to feel good”

“I wish for more light to shine over
the world, Thanks Yoko”

“I wish that people around the world
could join hands and start a love train”

“More guns in my house”

“I wish I had chocolate”

“I wish I owned a fairy”

“My wish would be to speak like an
American”

“I wish for a Sony Vaio . . . and World
Peace”

“I wish my daddy would come home
and be a changed man”

“I wish people would stop saying i like
Andre”

“I wish I had a half million dollars”

“I wish my roommates would do their
dishes”

“I hope there is a successful coup in
Sudan”

“I wish for my Cushings disease to be
gone forever”

“I wish my life made sense”

“I wish my mother and her sister
would make peace with each other”

“I wish I could fly”
BY BILL O’LEARY — THE WASHINGTON POST

Lucas Pritchard, 7, looks at the dreams attached to the Japanese flowering dogwood in the Hirshhorn Museum’s Sculpture Garden.

A Wish, and
How It Grew

By Robin Wright

Washington Post Staff Writer

Javad Zarif, the highest-ranking Ira-
nian diplomat in the United States,
made a rare trip to Washington
last month. The timing could not

have been worse.
Five days earlier, Iran’s Revolu-

tionary Guard had seized 15 British
sailors in the Persian Gulf. The U.N.
Security Council had just imposed
new sanctions on Iran for failing to en-
sure that its nuclear energy program
could not be subverted to make the
world’s deadliest weapon.

Yet Zarif, whose five-year stint as
Tehran’s ambassador to the United
Nations is about to end, was widely
welcomed here, getting access that

would make envoys from America’s
closest allies green with undiplomatic
envy. 

He was even invited to Capitol Hill
to chat with with presidential hope-
fuls from both sides of the aisle. 

“Zarif is a tough advocate but he’s
also pragmatic, not dogmatic. He can
play an important role in helping to re-
solve our significant differences with
Iran peacefully,” Democrat Joe Biden
said afterward. Noting his previous
talks with the Iranian envoy, Repub-
lican Chuck Hagel called for “direct
engagement” between Washington
and Tehran. “Isolating nations does
not fix problems,” Hagel said.

During Zarif’s talk with Democrat
Dianne Feinstein, Majority Leader
Harry Reid and Republican John

Warner of the Armed Services Com-
mittee dropped by to have a word. “I
find him to be a positive, reasonable
figure, and it would be useful if he
could stay at the U.N.,” Feinstein said
later.

Similar encomiums were heard as
Zarif made the rounds of Washington
think tanks. At a luncheon hosted by
the Council on Foreign Relations,
Martin Indyk, the former ambassador
to Israel, turned to the Iranian envoy
and said, “We’re going to miss you.”

At a dinner hosted by the Nixon
Center, its president, Dmitri Simes,
introduced Zarif as “one of the most
impressive diplomats I’ve met any-
where. He obviously is a strong

BY HELAYNE SEIDMAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Javad Zarif, Iranian envoy to the United Nations, was widely welcomed last month while in Washington.

Diplomatic Exit
For Iran’s Javad Zarif, a Curtain Call Behind the Scenes

See ZARIF, D7, Col. 1
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spokesman for his country, but he knows
how to do it with eloquence and credibil-
ity.” 

All this transpired in just over 24 hours
— the time limit dictated by a special
State Department permit that allowed
him to leave the 25-mile quarantine im-
posed on Iranian diplomats at the United
Nations.

Ever since the Iran hostage crisis in
1979, relations between Washington and
Tehran have devolved into a bizarre mix
of non-communication, misunderstanding
and occasional farce. With Iran’s history
of arming Iraqi, Lebanese and Palestinian
militias, seizing British sailors, refusing to
support Arab-Israeli peace, allegedly hav-
ing a nuclear weapons program, and
swinging from revolutionary to reformist
back to hard-line politics, both Republican
and Democratic administrations have
struggled with whether there is any Irani-
an official that the United States can talk
to — and actually believe.

Some U.S. foreign policy experts say
Zarif may be one of the few.

Simes compares Zarif to Anatoly Do-
brynin, the legendary Soviet ambassador
who served in Washington for a quarter-
century during the Cold War. 

“Both countries were lucky to have
someone who was willing to serve as an
honest communication channel, who
knew there were a lot of voices in both
countries who wanted to destroy the rela-
tionship,” says Simes. “Dobrynin’s role
was to keep a modicum of cooperation
alive. That’s what Zarif is trying to do.” 

Others think Zarif is just more skilled at
talking out of both sides of his mouth —
and that anyone in the current regime
shares the same extremist agenda. “All
their goals are the same. They all want to
destroy Israel,” says Kenneth Timmer-
man, executive director of the Foundation
for Democracy in Iran and author of
“Countdown to Crisis: The Coming Nu-
clear Showdown With Iran.” 

“But there are tactical differences on
how to achieve it,” he says. “Some think
they can trick the U.S. into making a deal
that would be advantageous to the regime
and keep it in power. Others are willing to
be more confrontational. But there’s no
doubt that they’re all out to get nuclear
weapons.” 

“He’s very used to Western habits, so
he is the perfect face for an unreasonable
regime,” says former U.N. ambassador
John Bolton. “But he has no independent
discretion on what he does.”

Before Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice’s announcement last year that the
United States was willing to join Europe
in talks with the Iranians if they suspend-
ed uranium enrichment, Bolton was asked
to deliver an advance text to let Tehran
know. His secretary notified the Iranian
U.N. mission and set up a time for Bolton
to hand it to Zarif. But a half-hour later,
the mission called back to say the Iranian
government did not want a meeting. “I
called him and said: ‘I have to give you this
piece of paper and you have instructions
not to meet me. So what do we do?’ ” Bol-
ton recalled. “We agreed to have it sent by
messenger.”

Ironically, Zarif is suspect among hard-
liners at home, too — one reason analysts
believe he is being recalled this summer. 

Zarif follows the rules of the revolu-
tionary Islamic regime: He won’t shake a
woman’s hand or wear a tie, which is dis-
paraged as a symbol of the West. But he
speaks English with an American accent
after getting two degrees at San Francisco
State and a doctorate in international rela-
tions at the University of Denver. He was
at Denver shortly after Rice finished her
PhD there in the same subject. 

“We had some of the same professors,”
Zarif says with a chuckle. 

He then moved to New York for his first
U.N. posting, before going home to be-

come deputy foreign minister. As he often
notes, he has spent more of his adult life in
the United States than in Iran. Both of his
grown children are currently living in the
United States. 

“In America, he’s the face of the Islamic
Republic, and in Iran hard-liners view him
as the face of America,” says Karim Sad-
jadpour of the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. 

Being in the middle has taken a physical
toll. Zarif’s hair has gone from a little salt
in a lot of pepper to snowy white during
his time at the United Nations — and he is
only 47.

Even unofficial dialogue between Wash-
ington and Tehran has been an elusive
goal since the Carter administration
broke off relations after the 1979 seizure
of the U.S. Embassy. Each country has
made overtures to the other, but rarely at
the same time. The one connection im-
ploded in the disastrous arms-for-hostage
swap during the Reagan administration. 

Indyk, who served in the Clinton ad-
ministration, recalls when he and two oth-
er State Department officials went to New
York for a speech to the Asia Society by
then-Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi.
They dispersed around the room, Indyk
says, to try to meet him. But when a mutu-
al contact offered to make introductions,
Kharrazi apparently got wind of it and
quickly left. 

On another occasion, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright attended a small U.N.
meeting on Afghanistan in part to have
contact with her Iranian counterpart, In-
dyk says. But the Unites States knew so
little about what Iranian officials looked
like that they did not realize he had sent
his deputy. The foreign minister had
skipped the meeting to avoid the potential
controversy at home of meeting with Al-
bright. 

After the 9/11 attacks, diplomats from
the two countries began to actually meet
when they were in the same room. In
2001, Zarif was Iran’s emissary to U.N.
talks on the future of Afghanistan after the
Taliban’s ouster. In Bonn, Germany, he
met daily with U.S. envoy James Dobbins,
who credits Zarif with preventing the con-
ference from collapsing because of last-
minute demands by the Northern Alliance
to control the new government. 

“It was about 2 in the morning,” Dob-
bins recalls. The Northern Alliance, an

ethnic faction backed by the United
States, Iran and Russia, insisted on 18 of
24 ministries, excessive given the pop-
ulation and political realities, Dobbins
says. 

“Finally, Zarif took him aside and whis-
pered to him for a few moments, after
which the Northern Alliance envoy re-
turned to the table and said, ‘Okay, I give
up,’ ” says Dobbins, who is now director
of the Rand Corp.’s International Security
and Defense Policy Center.

Assigned to the United Nations in
2002, Zarif met three times in 2003 with
then-National Security Council staffer Zal-
may Khalilzad or Ambassador Ryan
Crocker about Afghanistan and Iraq, a
tentative behind-the-scenes effort that
died after a massive suicide bombing by
al-Qaeda in Riyadh that initially appeared
to have possible Iranian links. 

Since then, Zarif has continued “Track
2” diplomacy. In 2005 he agreed to a din-
ner-party debate on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram with Robert Einhorn, former assis-
tant secretary of state for nonprolifera-
tion, sponsored by the International
Crisis Group and hosted by board mem-
ber George Soros. 

Einhorn is among those who believe
that Iran is worth dealing with — eventu-
ally. “I’m not sure it would be productive
at this juncture,” he says. “But in six to 12
months, if Iran comes to the conclusion
that it’s playing a losing hand and it needs
a better deal, there is no one better than
Zarif to do that.”

Last year Zarif participated in a Prince-
ton seminar — by video, as he could not
get State Department permission to travel
from New York — when he was pressed
on Iran’s position on the Holocaust. Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad had just
questioned whether it truly happened. As
he has often said publicly, Zarif said he be-
lieved the Holocaust took place and that it
was genocide and a crime against human-
ity. He then countered that the Palestin-
ians should not have to pay the price for
mass murder by the Germans. Only later
did he learn that the questioner was Uri
Lubrani, Israel’s envoy to Iran before the
1979 revolution. 

“I asked him a very tough question. He
is a very loyal and able servant of his mas-
ters,” Lubrani recalls. “But I have a notion
— only a notion — that he did not agree
with his boss.”

And when former secretary of state
James A. Baker III was working on the
Iraq Study Group report, he went to din-
ner at Zarif’s elegant diplomatic residence
across from Central Park to talk about co-
operation on Iraq. The most controversial
section of the final report recommended
diplomatic outreach to Iran and Syria to
help stabilize Iraq. 

Unlike most of Iran’s reclusive envoys,
Zarif has also been a regular on American
television, from “The Charlie Rose Show”
to C-SPAN. But his willingness to talk
doesn’t mean any give in his defense of his
country’s positions:

He insists that Iran is not interested in
developing a nuclear weapon. He says
Iran wants stability in Iraq, its neighbor.
And he denies that Iran is trying to create
a “Shiite crescent” running from Iran into
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. “It is a scare tac-
tic,” he said on “Charlie Rose” in Febru-
ary. 

On the issue of terrorism, Zarif count-
ers the long list of extremist movements
supported by Iran by noting that U.S.
troops in Iraq are not taking action
against the Mujaheddin-e Khalq, a group
that is both the leading Iranian opposition

group and on the State Department’s ter-
rorism list. 

What draws former U.S. officials and
Middle East analysts to Zarif is his willing-
ness to talk about solutions to policy dif-
ferences. Arms specialists credit him with
meeting American scientists to discuss
ways to allow Iran to enrich uranium,
while guaranteeing Tehran could not use
it for bombmaking. 

As he prepares to leave the United Na-
tions, Zarif warns that time is running
out. “It would have been far easier to re-
solve the nuclear issue two years ago, a
year ago or last week than it is now,” he
said at the Nixon Center dinner. “And it is
far easier to resolve the nuclear issue to-
day than in two or three months’ time, af-
ter the next Security Council resolution
against Iran. I know if you follow this
path, you will have a few more resolutions
and we will have a few more centrifuges
spinning in Natanz.”

“The outcome is not resolution but
greater confrontation on both sides,” Zarif
said. “That is not the path that is needed.”

The Bush administration remains skep-
tical. A senior State Department official,
who spoke on condition of anonymity,
says Zarif has presented a “user-friendly
face” for the Iranian regime. “But the fact
of the matter is that their behavior has be-
lied his smooth diplomatic effort.” 

Zarif is sanguine about his failure to
bring down the “wall of mistrust,” his
mandate when he was originally dis-
patched by the comparatively reformist
government of President Mohammad
Khatami. 

Asked what he has achieved during his
U.N. stint, Zarif says, “Not much. 

“I don’t think that the West interpreted
our openings and accommodations the
way they should have. They interpreted
them as a sign of weakness, whereas it
was a genuine desire by people like me to
change the nature of the relationship,” he
says. “Since it was misinterpreted, the re-
action was disappointing and in fact only
heightened tension and increased mis-
trust.

“A stupid idealist who has not achieved
anything in his diplomatic life after giving
one-sided concessions — this is what I’m
called in Iran.” 

Some U.S. analysts suggest that Zarif
may have played more of a role than he re-
alizes. 

“The history of relations since the revo-
lution has been ships passing in the
night,” says Indyk. “When we were ready
to talk, they weren’t, and when they were,
we weren’t. We’ve never been able to get
to the table. With him there, we had the
best chance. Without him, it will be much
more difficult.”

BY STEPHEN CHERNIN — GETTY IMAGES

Ambassador Javad Zarif, right, with Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the United Nations last year, when the issue of sanctions against Iran for its nuclear program was raised. 

An Envoy Bridging East and West
ZARIF, From D1

BY HELAYNE SEIDMAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Zarif, who holds degrees from American universities, follows the rules of the
revolutionary Islamic regime, including not shaking a woman’s hand or wearing a tie.

BY HELAYNE SEIDMAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

The Iranian envoy, in his U.N. offices, was widely welcomed in Washington last month
despite the fact that his country and the United States cut diplomatic relations in 1979. 

“He’s very used to Western
habits, so he is the perfect
face for an unreasonable
regime.”

John Bolton, former U.N. ambassador
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